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INTRODUCTION
Every year we look back and reflect
on where we currently are and
where we came from. 2022 marked
a pivotal year for us as we entered
new partnerships, collaborations,
and an eager group of volunteers. 

As an organization, a key driving factor to our
various sewing initiatives is in identifying the
current needs within the community. In 2022 we
focused our community projects on the youth,
kūpuna, and arts education. As a result, we
developed new partnerships with several
organizations working to provide arts
educational opportunities to youth and support
services to the kūpuna. Ultimately, through
offering our sewing services we helped other
organizations further their own missions. 

In the early part of 2022 we continued to create
masks for Maui schools, then as mask
requirements eased up, we were able to use our
fabric supplies to address another need in the
community. Many of the kūpuna on this island
were using plastic bags on their walkers and
wheelchairs to store their items. With the
leftover fabric from our mask initiative and
fabric donations, we created walker and
wheelchair bags. In addition, we continued our
collaboration with Alexander Academy
Performing Company through altering, sewing,
and designing costumes for their two annual
dance productions.

In 2022, we partnered with Hawai'i Tourism
Authority to join their Community Enrichment
Programs (CEP). Through the CEP we began
offering voluntourism experiences via our event
'Talk Story, Sew, & Feast'. We opened our doors
to not only resident volunteers but also Maui
visitors.

In 2022, we were met with generosity, gratitude,
and a stronger sense of community through our
various efforts as an organization. Recipients,
Maui volunteers (residents and visitors), and
partners consistently returned to us with
positive feedback and praise. There is truly
something special about the community coming
together and helping one another out. It creates
a stronger connection between different groups
of people in the community. Gratitude was
expressed on all ends of the projects. We
learned about the value in reaching different
members of the community, from keiki to
kūpuna to the visitor populations. As a
community organization sewing for Maui, it is
important to us to continue to reach different
groups of people on the island. 

We look back with gratitude and encouragement
as we continue to expand our reach and efforts
moving forward into 2023. Mahalo nui loa to
everyone who has been a part of our trajectory
thus far!



Our Mission Our History
The Sewing Hui’s mission is to help the
Maui community by creating hand-sewn
items for organizations in need. We hope
that through our organization we can
exemplify the power of community,
generosity, and creating together. 

TSH evolved out of the Maui Face Mask
Project. www.mauifacemaskproject.com.
Conducted in the Spring of 2020, the project
worked to address the critical shortage of N-
95 face masks on Maui. The project created
10,000 high quality filter face masks for
Maui’s healthcare providers. After we
completed the project on May 15, 2020, the
volunteers wanted to continue sewing for
Maui and The Sewing Hui was born. 

SO FAR
our story

50+
R E S I D E N T S  A N D

JOIN US TO SEW FOR THE
VISITOR-VOLUNTEERS

MAUI COMMUNITY

Who we are
The Sewing Hui volunteers are a dedicated
team of over 50 sewists and craftspersons,
made up of residents and visitor-volunteers,
who create projects for Maui's healthcare
providers, schools, and community
organizations. We have created face masks,
fleece blankets and wheelchair/walker bags
for kūpuna, shorts and bags for the
unsheltered community, costumes for
schools and dance organizations, curtains
for non-profit organizations, and more. TSH
is a registered Hawaii non-profit
corporation, fiscally-sponsored by Alexander
Academy Performing Company, a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization. Previously we were
fiscally-sponsored by Maui Makers, Inc.
from 2020-2022.

A N N U A L L Y



Increase our group of volunteers in
order to be able to accommodate the
community more readily. 

During the pandemic we had a large group of
volunteers regularly joining us. After people went
back to work on a more full-time basis, we no
longer had the same volunteer numbers. Thus,
we extended our volunteering to the Maui visitors
by providing a voluntourism opportunity. Visitors
got the opportunity to learn more about the local
community and talk story while giving back to the
island they were visiting. The extra sewing hands
helped us offer our sewing services more
extensively to the community. 
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Support and contribute to the thriving
arts and culture on Maui.

Through assisting local schools and performing
arts organizations, we were able to support and
contribute to the rich arts and culture on Maui.
Youth celebrating May Day, Lei Day, or Ho'ike
could gain a deeper appreciation with their cared
for apparel. Youth in dance education gained a
body positive experience with their dance
costumes fitted to their bodies.

43
Build new partnerships with
community organizations and groups.

Through new partnerships we were able to create
lasting change. We developed a partnership with
Alexander Academy Performing Company to
continue to assist with dance costumes over the
years. We partnered with Hawai'i Tourism
Authority as part of their Community Enrichment
Programs to provide volunteer opportunities for
Maui's visitors. And lastly, we partnered with
AmeriCorps Seniors & Kaunoa Senior Center for
their Retired & Senior Volunteer Program.

Identify current community needs and
implement sewing initiatives to
support those needs.

We identified three main needs in the community:
1) Local dance organizations needed costume
support in order to continue to offer affordable
performing opportunities to Maui's youth. 
2) Kūpuna in senior centers were using plastic
bags on their wheelchair/walker bags. They
needed proper bags to carry their items in. 
3) Local schools on Maui needed help to create
and alter apparel for their May Day, Lei Day and
Ho’ike celebrations.
From these needs we built sewing initiatives to
support them.

1
GOALS
our 2022



Dance Costumes for
Youth

Wheelchair/Walker
Bags for Kūpuna

May Day, Lei Day and
Ho’ike apparel for
Youth

PROJECTS
Partnered with Alexander Academy
Performing Company to create, alter,
and embellish costumes for their
annual The Nutcracker Ballet
Production and for their Sleeping
Beauty Ballet Production.

Created wheelchair and walker bags
for kūpuna at senior centers and
residences across Maui. Including
Hale Makua Health Services, Roselani
Place, Kula Community Hospital,
Lanai Community Hospital, Maui
Hospice.

Assisted local Maui schools with
the apparel used for their May Day,
Lei Day, and Ho'ike Celebrations.
Including Haʻikū Elementary School
and Carden Academy. Including
working on pa’u tops, tunics, kīhei,
and holoku dresses.

DETAILS
Altered over 50 costumes for the
Sleeping Beauty Ballet Production
Designed and created 32 original
costumes for The Nutcracker Ballet
Production. Altered and
embellished 44 costumes. 
Provided a body positive costume
experience for youth

Created 200+ wheelchair
and walker bags for
kūpuna
Kūpuna told TSH that they
felt cared for as a result.

Altered and created 70
pa'u tops
Students developed a
deeper appreciation for
these cultural traditions

OUTCOME

Dance costumes for the youth in arts
Wheelchair and walker bags for kūpuna
May Day, Lei Day, and Ho'ike Apparel for youth

Our three major sewing initiatives included:

SEWING
INITIATIVES
our 2022



Created 1,201 Halyard Masks for 11 schools across Maui 
Created curtains for Kahului Hongwanji Temple
Hemmed table runners for Kaunoa Senior Center
Became a station with AmeriCorps Seniors & Kaunoa Senior Center for
their Retired & Senior Volunteer Program
Joined the Mālama Hawai’i Program where Maui visitors can
participate in voluntourism through The Sewing Hui
Created 103 May Day, Lei Day and Ho’ike apparel including pa’u tops,
tunics, kīhei, and holoku dresses for Haʻikū Elementary School and
Carden Academy
Altered over 50 costumes for Alexander Academy’s Sleeping Beauty
Ballet Production in the Spring
Created and altered costumes for Alexander Academy’s The
Nutcracker Ballet Production. Created and designed 13 rat costumes,
17 waltz of the flowers costumes, and 2 new womens dresses for the
party scene. In total we designed and created 32 original costumes for
their production. We altered and embellished 44 costumes 
Created over 200 wheelchair and walker bags for the kūpuna across
Maui and donated these bags to Hale Makua Wailuku and Kahului,
Kula Hospital, Lāna’i Community Hospital, and Hospice Maui
Assisted Adaptations Dance Theater with dance costume alterations
for their RARE residency at the Maui Arts & Cultural Center
Joined Hawai’i Tourism Authority’s Community Enrichment Programs
with our event ‘Talk Story, Sew, & Feast'. Maui Visitors + Residents
were welcome to join our sewing sessions every week
Had 55 volunteers in 2022 including Maui residents and visitors.
In total The Sewing Hui had over 3,264 volunteer hours 
Launched our very own Cookbook Fundraiser where we sold 150
cookbooks across Hawai’i and the mainland US to help support our
operational costs. 

Further details on our various sewing initiatives can be found on our website at www.thesewinghui.com/initiatives 

The Sewing Hui's statistics and achievements in 2022:

Volunteers

55

Volunteer Hours

3,264+

People reached in the
Maui community

5,000+

OVERVIEW OF
Programs + Activities



From the studio to the Maui communitySewing Initiatives
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The Sewing Hui extends its thanks and gratitude to the many volunteers,
supporters, partners, recipients, and community who have been involved in
one way or another. Thank you for your support and believing in the work we
do for the Maui community. Mahalo nui loa!

The Sewing Hui
3660 Baldwin Avenue
Makawao, HI 96768
www.thesewinghui.com
thesewinghui@gmail.com
@thesewinghui

MAHALO NUI LOA
OUR PROGRAMS
FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT IN
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